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Obituary for Most Reverend Robert J. Rose, ninth bishop of Grand Rapids 
After more than 65 years of devoted service to the Lord, Bishop Emeritus Robert J. Rose, ninth bishop of the 
Diocese of Grand Rapids, died on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022. 

He was born February 28, 1930, in Grand Rapids, just as the Great Depression was beginning. The family 
joined Saint Francis Xavier Parish in Grand Rapids shortly after his birth. Robert completed eight years of 
elementary school at Saint Francis Xavier School. He began his formation for the priesthood at Saint Joseph's 
Seminary, where he completed high school and junior college. He earned a bachelor of arts degree from the 
Seminaire de Philosophie in Montreal, Canada. Further theological studies and preparation for the priesthood 
were undertaken at the Pontifical Urban College in Rome (the Church's missionary seminary), where he 
received his licentiate in sacred theology. 

On December 21, 1955, he was ordained to the priesthood in the college chapel by Clemente Cardinal Micara, 
Vicar General. Following his ordination, Father Rose received a master of arts in education 

from the University of Michigan. 

In 1956 Father Rose was assigned to the faculty of Saint Joseph Seminary, where he served for thirteen years. 
From 1969 to 1971, he served as the first director of Christopher House, a seminary residence near Aquinas 
College. From 1971 to 1977 he served as rector of Saint lymouth, where during 
his tenure the seminary was accredited by the Association of Theological Schools and North Central 
Accreditation. He returned to the Diocese of Grand Rapids to serve as pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in 
Muskegon Heights from 1977 to 1981. 

In October 1981, Father Rose was appointed as the second bishop of the Diocese of Gaylord and was ordained 
and installed on December 6. In July 1989, following the retirement of Bishop Joseph Breitenbeck, he was 
appointed the ninth bishop of the Diocese of Grand Rapids. He was installed on August 30. After twenty-two 
years of episcopal ministry, Bishop Rose retired in October 2003. He remained active in the diocese as his 
health allowed. 

His ministry as chief shepherd of the diocese was marked by widespread collaboration on all decisions and 
willingness to dialogue and work closely with the many advisory groups he set up.  He was a gentle, well 
loved and respected bishop. A few of his many accomplishments as Bishop of Grand Rapids included: 

Held the first diocesan Pastoral Assembly in 1995, which identified five specific diocesan goals that 
focused on family, vocation and justice 
Launched the successful "In the Name of the Lord" capital campaign, which raised more than $24 
million to establish the Bishop's Fund for Catholic Education, the restoration of the Cathedral of Saint 
Andrew and the remodeling of Saint Henry Spirituality and Ministry Center 
Established The Catholic Foundation of West Michigan, which today manages assets worth more than 
$108 million 
Reorganized and incorporated the Secretariat for Social Justice (now Catholic Charities West Michigan) 
Regionalized Hispanic Ministry in the diocese 
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Developed lay leadership programs for both English and Hispanic parishioners 
Established the Diocesan Pastoral Council and reorganized parish pastoral councils  
Fostered diocesan support in ecumenical and civic activities, including the "Institute on the Healing of 
Racism," the Grand Rapids "Summit on Racism" and the Greater Grand Rapids Community Marriage 
Policy. 
 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Urban H. and Maida A. (Glerum) Rose; his siblings, Mrs. Everett 
(June) Wittenbach and Mr. James Rose. He is survived by several nieces and nephews and their families.  
Vespers will be celebrated on Thursday, March 10 at 3:30 p.m. with public visitation to follow from 4- 7 p.m. 
Public visitation will also be held from 8:30  11 a.m. on Friday, March 11. The Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, March 11 with Archbishop Allen Vigneron of Detroit presiding. All liturgies and 
visitation will be at the Cathedral of Saint Andrew, 301 Sheldon Blvd. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503. Interment 
at Resurrection Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Catholic Foundation of West Michigan for 
Diocesan Jubilee Justice Fund. 


